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Narcotics and weapons seized in  
three search warrants 

Marion County 

 A 43-year-old woman was reported-
ly arrested via an arrest warrant.  

  
     The searches were conducted by of-
ficers from the Marion Special Response 
Team, the Marion County Sheriff's Of-
fice, the Marion Police Department, the 
Wyandot County Major Crimes Units 
and the Marion County Prosecutor's Of-
fice. 
     Sheriff Matt Bayles,  said the investi-
gation was a result of a tip called in by 
someone in the community . 
     Marion Police Chief Jay McDonald 
added he was proud of the efforts from 
the law enforcement members involved 
in the investigations.  
Originally published in the Marion Star 
on November 1, 2021.  

     After simultaneously executing 
three search warrants, METRICH-
MARMET reportedly made five ar-
rests and seized a large amount of sus-
pected drugs. 
     The three searches took place on 
the 200 block of S. Main St in Caledo-
nia, the 2000 block of Matheny Ave-
nue in Marion Township and the 2000 
block of Whetstone River Road South 
in Marion County. 170.7 grams of sus-
pected methamphetamines were seized 
in addition to 335.1 grams of suspect-
ed marijuana, suspected ecstasy pills, 
nine firearms and $3,337 in cash.  
     Following the searches within these 
residence, the following individuals 
were arrested:  
  A 60-year-old man was arrested 

on an alleged case of aggravated 
possession of drugs, aggravated 
trafficking in drugs and weapons 
under disability.  

 A 50-year-old woman was arrested 
on an alleged case of aggravated 
possession of drugs and aggravat-
ed trafficking in drugs.  

 A 25-year-old man was arrested on 
an alleged case of aggravated pos-
session of drugs, aggravated traf-
ficking in drugs, possession of her-
oin and weapons under disability.  

  A 49-year-old woman was arrest-
ed on an alleged case of probation 
violation.  
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     A Fostoria man was arrested 
Wednesday after authorities exe-
cuted a search warrant operation 
on his residence.  
     The Seneca County Drug Task 
Force (METRICH Enforcement 
Unit), along with additional offic-
ers from the Fostoria Police Divi-
sion, raided the residence at 216 
N. Poplar St., Fostoria.  
     The search of the residence 
unveiled suspected fentanyl, U.S. 
currency, criminal tools, and drug 
paraphernalia, according to po-
lice.  

     The resident, 39-year-old Larry 
O. White Jr., was arrested for pa-
role violation and transported to 
the Seneca County Jail.  
     White has additional charges of 
trafficking in drugs and criminal 
tools stemming from the operation, 
as well as additional multiple 
counts of trafficking in drugs from 
previous operations at the conclu-
sion of the entire investigation.  
     “We are going to continue to 
use all of our resources to battle 
and stay on top of this effort,” Fos-
toria Police Chief Keith Loreno 

said in a news release. “There are 
just too many good people and 
good families in this community 
being affected by these devastat-
ing drugs. We encourage citizens 
to be diligent in reporting drug 
activity so we can aggressively 
attack those involved in the dis-
tribution of these poisons.” 
  
 
 
Originally published on the Tiffi-
nOhio.net website on October 
13, 2021  

Fostoria man arrested after METRICH Task Force raids residence 
on drug related search warrant  
Seneca County 

     Investigations into the sale of 
illegal narcotics resulted in two 
homes being searched for drugs 
this week, according to news re-
leases from the Crawford County 
Sheriff’s Office.  
     Shortly after 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, the sheriff's office and MET-
RICH searched a home at 5599 
Ohio 19, Galion. On Thursday, 
they searched 122 Heritage Cir-
cle, Bucyrus.  
     As a result of the two searches, 
eight people were arrested, and 
charges against others are ex-
pected, according to the news re-
leases.  
     The Galion search warrant was 
the result of a several-month-long 
investigation into illegal narcotics 
being sold out of this residence, 
officials said.  
     During the search, deputies 
found suspected methampheta-
mine, psychedelic mushrooms, 

drug paraphernalia and a small 
amount of cash. Deputies recov-
ered methamphetamine with an 
estimated weight of 20 grams.  
     Three people living at the resi-
dence were arrested and taken to 
the Crawford County Justice Cen-
ter, facing charges of trafficking 
in drugs (methamphetamine), pos-
session of drugs 
(methamphetamine) and permit-
ting drug abuse, according to a 
news release. Additional suspects 
were expected to face charges.  
     Formal charges will be 
brought against the three suspects 
once the Crawford County prose-
cutor’s office reviews the reports.  
     The Bucyrus search warrant 
also was a result of an investiga-
tion into narcotics possibly being 
sold from the address, according 
to a second news release.  
     In the Thursday search, depu-
ties seized suspected metham-

phetamines, prescription medica-
tions and drug paraphernalia.  
     Five people were arrested on 
charges of possession of drugs, traf-
ficking in drugs and permitting 
drug abuse. Criminal charges are 
pending on the individuals who 
were the target of the investigation. 
Reports will be forwarded to the 
Crawford County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice for a review for all charges.  
     This case is still being investi-
gated by detectives from the sher-
iff’s office.  
 
Originally published in the Bucyrus 
Telegraph-Forum on December 2, 
2021.  

Pair of drug searches results in eight arrests  
Crawford County 
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Mount Vernon Police, Knox Sheriff raid Center Street home  
Mount Vernon 

     A Mount Vernon resident was 
arrested on drug and weapons 
charges after a search of her Cen-
ter Street residence on Nov. 15.  
     The Emergency Services Unit 
and Detective Division from the 
Mount Vernon Police Department, 
joined by the Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office TRU, executed a 
search warrant at 5:30 a.m. on 
Nov. 15 at 127 North Center St.  
     Officers seized a large quantity 
of drugs, drug paraphernalia, cash 
and a handgun from the residence.     
The search warrant was obtained 
after an ongoing drug investiga-
tion by Mount Vernon Police into 

activities at the residence.  
     Ashley Bales, 25, the home's 
resident, was arrested and charged 
with drug possession and having a 
weapon while under a disability.  
She was taken to the Knox Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Jail, where she 
was being held. The investigation 
continues and may result in addi-
tional charges.  
     The Mount Vernon Police De-
partment is a member of the 
METRICH Enforcement Unit, a 
multi-jurisdictional drug enforce-
ment task force that aims to re-
duce the availability of illegal 
drugs and weapons.  

Originally published in the Mount 
Vernon News on November 15, 
2021.  

Two Marion men arrested in drug raid  
Marion County 

dangerous illegal drugs in our 
community has taken dozens of 
lives over the past few years. 
Marion law enforcement contin-
ues to focus on stopping the traf-
ficking of narcotics in our neigh-
borhoods. I am proud of the work 
of the detectives from MARMET 
in this case, and I am equally 
proud of all the officers and depu-
ties in Marion for their commit-
ment to making a difference in 
our community. “  
     Marion County Sheriff Matt 
Bayles said, “we will continue to 
aggressively pursue drug dealers 
in Marion to protect our citizens 
and neighborhoods.” Sheriff 
Bayles also stated, “if you deal 
drugs in Marion, you’ll eventually 
go to jail. It’s as simple as that.”  
     The METRICH-MARMET 

Drug Task Force is made of mem-
bers of the Marion City Police De-
partment, Marion County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the Marion County 
Prosecutors Office.  
     Nathaniel A. Rice and Dante 
Ford were arrested during the exe-
cution of this search warrant.  
     Both men were arrested and 
charged with Aggravated Traffick-
ing in Drugs, Possession of Fenta-
nyl related compound, and Weap-
ons Under Disability. This case will 
be forwarded to Marion County 
Prosecutor Ray Grogan for the fil-
ing of formal charges. 
  
 
 
Originally published in the Craw-
ford Now Staff on December 23, 
2021.  

     On Friday, December 17th, 
law enforcement officers from the 
Marion Special Response Team, 
Marion City Police Department, 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office, 
and the Marion County Prosecu-
tor’s Office executed a search 
warrant in the 680 block of East 
Church Street after an investiga-
tion by detectives from the MET-
RICH-MARMET Drug Task 
Force.  
     Detectives seized 61.6 grams 
of suspected cocaine, 107 sus-
pected Percocet tablets, 11.6 
grams of suspected Fentanyl, 3.7 
grams of suspected crack cocaine, 
226 grams of suspected marijua-
na, ten guns, and $5,526 in cash 
seized.  
     Marion Police Chief Jay 
McDonald stated, “The sale of 
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     Two people were arrested and 
incarcerated after a search warrant 
was executed Wednesday in 
Findlay.  
     According to a press release 
from the Hancock County MET-
RICH Drug Task Force, the 
search warrant was executed at 
approximately 3:36 p.m. at 410 
Washington St.  
     The task force says the search 
of the residence yielded suspected 
raw marijuana, THC edibles and 

numerous pieces of drug para-
phernalia.  
     Arrested and incarcerated at 
the Hancock County Justice Cen-
ter were:  
     • Raheem X.T. Glenn, 26, of 
410 Washington St., charged with 
possession of marijuana, a fifth-
degree felony.  
     • Kyren J. Faciane, 27, of De-
troit, charged with obstructing 
official business, a second-degree 
misdemeanor. He is also being 

held on a weapons violation warrant 
out of Michigan, with a $20,000 
bond.  
     The task force says additional 
charges of drug trafficking are ex-
pected at the conclusion of the in-
vestigation.  
     Assisting was the Findlay Police 
Department Emergency Response 
Team (ERT).  
 
Originally published in The Courier 
on December 2, 2021  

Two jailed after search warrant is executed in Findlay  
Hancock County 

Hodges were arrested and charged 
with Trafficking in a Fentanyl-
Related Compound, Trafficking 
in Heroin and Trafficking in Co-
caine. This case will be forwarded 
to Marion County Prosecutor Ray 
Grogan for the filing of formal 
charges.  
     Marion Police Chief Jay 
McDonald stated, "This investiga-
tion, and the resulting seizure of 
these dangerous drugs has made 
Marion safer. I am proud of the 
work the detectives from MET-
RICH-MARMET and of the of-
ficers and deputies on the Marion 
Special Response in this case. 
METRICH-MARMET will con-
tinue to work to remove traffick-
ers from our neighborhoods and 
be responsive to TIPS called by 
concerned citizens.”  
     This investigation is a direct 
result of TIPS called in by the cit-
izens of Marion City & Marion 
County.  

     Marion County Sheriff Matt 
Bayles said, "This is yet another 
example of the teamwork between 
METRICH-MARMET,Marion City 
Police Department and the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office.” Sheriff 
Bayles also stated, "It is my hope 
that this is an example to others that 
come to our county to sell drugs 
that we have a zero tolerance for 
people poisoning our community.”  
 
Originally published on NewsForce 
on December 9, 2021.  

     On December 8th, 2021, law 
enforcement officers from the 
Marion Special Response Team, 
Marion City Police Department, 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Marion County Prosecu-
tor’s Office executed a search 
warrant in the 700 block of 
Creston Avenue after an investi-
gation by detectives from the 
METRICH-MARMET Drug Task 
Force.  
     Members of the Marion Spe-
cial Response Team discovered 
the home had been barricaded by 
the occupants to prevent entry by 
officers.  
     Detectives seized 70.3 grams 
of suspected Heroin/Fentanyl that 
had been broken down into 159-
unit doses, 27.7 grams of suspect-
ed crack cocaine that had been 
broken down into 63 bindles and 
suspected Ecstasy pills. There 
was also $1,295.00 in cash seized.  
Brushaun D. Baker and Latoy L. 

Two in custody following MARMET Raid  
Marion County  
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METRICH raid in Ontario nets drugs, cash, firearms  
Richland County 

     During the search detectives 
seized approximately 22.5 grams 

of suspected cocaine, suspected her-
oin & marijuana and assorted drug-
related paraphernalia along with 
two handguns, Hi-Point 9mm semi 
auto & Taurus revolver, and ammu-
nition, according to METRICH.  
     Also seized was $6,394 in U.S. 
currency, according to the news re-
lease.  
METRICH Sg     t. Steve Blust stat-
ed this was a direct result of cooper-
ation among Richland County Law 
Enforcement agencies and tips re-
ceived from the community.  
Originally published in the News 
Journal on December 18, 2021.  

     Detectives from the MET-
RICH drug task force Friday 
along with Ontario police and 
Richland County Sheriff Office 
seized drugs, firearms and cash 
during a raid at 40 Clare Road.  
      Christopher Ball, 33, of 40 
Clare Road, was charged with 
three counts of trafficking in co-
caine, a felony of the fifth degree; 
one count of trafficking in co-
caine, a felony of the second de-
gree; and one count of possession 
of cocaine, a felony of the second 
degree, according to a news re-
lease from METRICH.  

Crestline resident arrested after several month long investigation 
Crawford County 

     On November 4, the Crawford 
County Sheriff’s Office along with 
METRICH concluded a several 
month long investigation into ille-
gal narcotics trafficking and posses-
sion. The Crawford County Sher-
iff’s Office executed the search 
warrant at 334 Park Rd Crestline, 
Ohio.  

     Arrested was Nayyohn Johnson 
II, age 33, who resides at this ad-
dress, Mr. Johnson was the target of 
the investigation. Officers seized a 

large amount of suspected metham-
phetamines, heroin, Fentanyl, cur-
rency and firearms. Crestline Fire 
Department assisted in removing 
evidence from the residence.  

     Criminal charges are pending 
against Mr. Johnson for multiple of-
fenses and he is currently incarcer-
ated at the Crawford County Justice 
Center. This case is still being inves-
tigated by the Detectives.  

 

 

 

Originally published on the Crawford 
County Now website on November 
5, 2021.  
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2021 Regional Stats 

CASE ACTIVITY 

New Cases 1,327     Felony 1 81   

Search Warrants 531     Felony 2 143   

Non-Fed Indictments 1,155     Felony 3 257   

Fed Indictments       Felony 4 317   

INTEL 3,920     Felony 5 707   

Drug Cultivation Manufacturing Trafficking Possession Amount 

Cocaine     28 57 1246 g 

Crack     20 2 640.99 g 

Ecstasy     1 1 108.00 UD 

Fentanyl/Fentanyl Mix     100 155 3328.98 g 

Heroin     34 33 717.19 g 

LSD     6 7 1045 UD 

Marijuana -processed     11 16  19731.27 g 

Methamphetamine   1 175 304 3811.21 g 

Psilocybin Mushrooms     2 3 196.30 g 

Synthetic     4 0 4767.00 g 

Rx ACTIVITY 

Rx Cases 120     Felony 1 2   

        Felony 2 0   

Indictments 18     Felony 3 5   

        Felony 4 5   

        Felony 5 12   

Drug Trafficking Possession Theft Forgery Amount Seized 

Alprazolam         544 UD 

Amphetamine Mixture         46 UD 

Buprenorphine 3 8     239 UD 

Clonazepam         36 UD 

Gabapentin         77 UD 

Hydrocodone         369 UD 

Other Rx         716 UD 

Oxycodone - ER 2 0     29 UD 

Oxycodone - IR 2 3     353 UD 

Percocet 6 2     384 UD 

MISC 

Asset Seized Non-Drug Cases   333 

CURRENCY $576,204.00 Demand Reduction   49 

VEHICLES $80,600.00 Firearms   279 



METRICH Enforcement Unit Page 7 4th Qtr 21 No. 4-21 
 

35 Years Serving North Central Ohio Communities 

  Points of Contact 

METRICH (Metro-Richland County) Enforcement Unit is a ten 

county law enforcement task force created to address multi-

jurisdictional violators of Ohio’s drug, weapons, and organized 

crime statutes.  The project operates with a basic “Community 

Policing Philosophy”  using a “Weed and Seed Strategy “ from 

ten “de-centralized” offices.   

 

Participating agencies:  Ashland, Crawford, Hancock, Huron, 

Marion, Morrow, Richland, Seneca, Wyandot County Sheriff’s 

Offices and Prosecutors Offices; Ashland, Loudonville, Bucyrus, 

Crestline, Galion, Findlay, Bellevue, Greenwich, Monroeville, 

New London, Norwalk, Plymouth, Wakeman, Willard, Danville, 

Fredericktown, Martinsburg, Mt. Vernon, Marion, Cardington, Mt. 

Gilead, Bellville, Butler, Lexington, Mansfield, Ontario, Shelby, 

Fostoria, Tiffin, Carey, Upper Sandusky Police Departments; 

Ohio State Highway Patrol; Ohio Department of Public Safety; 

BCI&I, Ohio State Board of Pharmacy; FBI; ATF; DEA; IRS. 

METRICH Central Office 

30 N. Diamond St 

Mansfield, Ohio 44902 

Phone: 419-755-9728 

   METRICH Information Bulletin P.O.C.:   Joan Hoffert, 30 N. Diamond St., Mansfield, Ohio 44902 (419) 755-9728 

Project Director: Chief Keith Porch 
Phone:  (419) 755-9743 

Email:  kporch@metrich.com 
Website:  www.metrich.com 

Ashland County 

Det. Brandon Banks, Access Officer (419) 289-3639     

Crawford County 

Lt. Craig Moser, Access Officer (419) 562-1006   

Hancock County 

Sgt. Jason Seem, Access Officer (419) 424-7887           

Huron County 

Det. Sgt. Ted Evans, Access Officer (419) 663-8960  

Knox County 

Lt. Det. Bethany Marti, Access Officer (740) 393-9500  

Marion County 

Lt. Jamie Ralston, Access Officer (740) 387-2222  

Morrow County 

Det. Rob Chalfant, Access Officer 419-946-4444  

Richland County 

Sgt. Steve Blust, Access Officer (419) 755-9726  

Seneca County 

Det Brandon Bell, Access Officer (419) 443-0463  

Wyandot County 

Lt. Kerwin Wiseley, Access Officer (419) 294-2362 

FBI  

S/A Drew Strager-Rice (419) 525-2200 


