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Grand Jury Indicts Five Suspects In Ashland  

Meth Lab Bust  

Ashland County 

found was evidence of the manufactur-

ing of methamphetamines.  

     METRICH of Mansfield was called 

to the scene to remove the chemicals 

from the home. Ashland Fire Depart-

ment also responded to the scene, as 

METRICH worked to clean up and con-

tain the dangerous chemicals.  

     In documents released Wednesday 

from the Court of Common Pleas of 

Ashland County, a Grand Jury indicted 

five suspects in the crime; James F. Red-

den, 51, Rhonda K. Shanks, 54, Jason A. 

Shenberger 45, Eugene L. Milkey 58 

and Barbara Baker, 50.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally published on the WMFD.com 

website on November 14, 2018.  

     A Grand Jury has indicted five peo-

ple for manufacturing methampheta-

mines at an Ashland residence.  

     Ashland Police and the METRICH 

Task Force conducted an investigation 

at 506 West 10th Street on October 

30th, with special teams responding to 

neutralize the potentially dangerous 

chemicals used in the methampheta-

mine production. After a search war-

rant had been prepared for the house 

that was under suspicion of manufac-

turing and trafficking of meth, Detec-

tives moved in.  

     According to Lieutenant Detective 

Alting, officers were led to an unoccu-

pied residence at 502 West 10th 

Street, which was next door to the res-

idence that was being investigated. 

After contacting the landlord and per-

mission to enter that residence was 

granted, detectives began searching 

the unoccupied home. What they 
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Marion County drug bust yields 4 pounds of pot, $134,000 cash  

Marion County 

vehicles and a trailer, according to 

a news release sent by Marion 

Police Lt. Chris Adkins, supervi-

sor of the MARMET Drug Task 

Force.  

     The warrant was obtained fol-

lowing a "very lengthy" investiga-

tion into suspected marijuana traf-

ficking, the release says.  

     Investigators did not release 

any suspect information, as charg-

es are still pending, the release 

said.  

     The search warrant was carried 

out by members of the MARMET 

Drug Task Force, with assistance 

from the Marion County Sheriff's 

Office and the Ohio Bureau of 

Criminal Investigation, the release 

says.  

 

 

Originally published in the Marion 

Star on December 17, 2018.  

     Local law enforcement have 

seized about four pounds of mari-

juana and $134,000 in cash during 

a bust of a marijuana trafficking 

operation in the county, according 

to the MARMET Drug Task 

Force.  

     Law enforcement carried out a 

search warrant Friday in the 4500 

block of Irvin Shoots Road West, 

during which they seized the 

money, drugs, five firearms, four 

Ashland man gets 15 years in prison for meth trafficking  

Ashland County 

     An Ashland man was sen-

tenced to 15 years in prison for his 

involvement in the trafficking of 

crystal methamphetamine within 

Ashland County.  

     Omar Coleman, 41, received 

the prison sentence in Ashland 

County Common Pleas Court. The 

15 years in prison are all mandato-

ry time for engaging in a pattern 

of corrupt activity and complicity 

to aggravated trafficking in drugs, 

both of which are first-degree fel-

onies, along with a gun specifica-

tion.  

     A jury found Coleman guilty 

of six felony counts during an Oc-

tober trial. Testimony during the 

trial revealed that Coleman was 

traveling with co-defendant Rob-

ert Virgili to Akron to pick up 

crystal methamphetamine and 

then three other co-defendants 

would assist in distributing the 

drug.  

     Coleman’s attorney, Donald 

Wick, said Monday that Coleman 

had been battling drug abuse 

throughout his life and that “drug 

abuse brought him before the 

court today.”  

     Coleman apologized to his 

family in the courtroom and oth-

ers he may have affected.  

     “I acknowledge the fact that I 

made a lot of bad choices and de-

cisions in my life, I can’t deny 

that,” Coleman said while ad-

dressing Judge Ronald P. Forstho-

efel. He added that he didn’t 

“want to make excuses for the 

choices I have made.”  

     Assistant county prosecutor 

Victor Perez said the case was a 

chance for Forsthoefel to send a 

message by handing down a sub-

stantial sentence to Coleman.  

     “Drugs have ravaged a lot of 

communities in this the nation, in 

this city and this county,” Perez 

said to Forsthoefel. “And you 

have seen it throughout the years 

on the bench. You have an oppor-

tunity here having heard all the evi-

dence of this case ... you heard how 

they set up this operation in this 

county distributing meth. It affected 

a lot of people.”  

     Forsthoefel made a finding that 

the conduct in the case did call for 

consecutive sentences to be served 

and gave Coleman seven years in 

prison each for the two first-degree 

felony charges and the gun specifi-

cation.  

     Coleman was initially arrested at 

a Dec. 27, 2017, traffic stop by 

Ashland Police and a subsequent 

investigation by the METRICH En-

forcement Unit.  

     Coleman requested that an ap-

peal be filed on his behalf for his 

convictions and sentence in the 

case.  

 

 

Originally published in the Times 

Gazette on December 10, 2018.  
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ounces of suspected hero-

in/fentanyl, four ounces of sus-

pected cocaine, marijuana, two 

firearms and $2,000 in U.S. cur-

rency. One of the firearms recov-

ered was also found to have been 

reported stolen.  

     Broderick E. Petty, 45, has 

been charged with two counts of 

trafficking in drugs, felonies of 

the fifth degree; possession of 

heroin, a felony of the first de-

gree; possession of cocaine, a fel-

ony of the first degree; possession 

of methamphetamine, a felony of 

the second degree; having weap-

ons under disability, a felony of 

the third degree; and receiving 

stolen property, a felony of the 

fourth degree, according to Pet-

rycki.  

     He was incarcerated at the 

Richland County Jail pending his 

appearance in court. Further charg-

es may be forwarded to the Rich-

land County Prosecutor’s Office.  

     “The METRICH Enforcement 

Unit continues to target those indi-

viduals selling drugs in the commu-

nity and urges the community to 

continue reporting suspected drug 

activity,” he said.  

 

Originally published in the News 

Journal on December 14, 2018.  

     Drugs, guns and cash were 

seized Thursday morning during 

a METRICH raid at 75 Helen 

Ave., according to a news release 

from Mansfield police Lt. Joseph 

D. Petrycki, who is also the 

METRICH commander.  

     The METRICH Enforcement 

Unit, with assistance from the 

Mansfield Division of Police and 

the Allied Special Operations Re-

sponse Team (ASORT) served a 

drug-related search warrant at the 

residence at 9 a.m. Thursday fol-

lowing a short-term drug traffick-

ing investigation after police re-

ceived several complaints of sus-

pected drug activity in the neigh-

borhood.  

     METRICH detectives seized 

approximately two ounces of sus-

pected methamphetamine, three 

METRICH raid nets drugs, guns, cash; one arrested  

Richland County 

Two arrested in Findlay drug bust  

Hancock County 

     Two people are behind bars 

after the Hancock County MET-

RICH Drug Task Force executed 

a search warrant. The task force 

searched 527 Allen Avenue in 

Findlay around 5:30 a.m. on 

Wednesday. They found crack 

cocaine, methamphetamine, mari-

juana, prescription pills, cash, 2 

handguns, a rifle, drug parapher-

nalia, and items indicative of drug 

trafficking.  

     They arrested 24-year-old Bry-

shaun Dodds of Findlay for pos-

session and weapons under disa-

bility charges. They also arrested 

36-year-old Elizabeth Wells for a 

misdemeanor warrant.  

     Additional charges are ex-

pected pending the conclusion of 

this investigation.  

 

 

Originally published on the 106.3 

website on October 24, 2018. 
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Drug-related search warrant executed  

Seneca County 

     METRICH Enforcement Unit, 

with assistance from Tiffin Police 

Department and Seneca County 

Sheriff’s Office, executed a drug-

related search warrant at Tiffin 

Motel Tuesday, according to a 

release.  

     The warrant at the motel at 315 

W. Market St. was executed about 

8 p.m., according to a Tiffin Po-

lice Department report.  

     Officers found crack cocaine, 

suspected heroin, money and 

criminal tools, the release states.  

     Da’Marquse De’Jon Jackson, 

21, of Detroit, was charged with 

trafficking heroin, a fourth-degree 

felony, and trafficking crack co-

caine, a fifth-degree felony; and 

John Churella, 44, of Tiffin, was 

charged with permitting drug 

abuse, a fifth-degree felony, the 

release states.  

     They were incarcerated at Sen-

eca County Jail, and additional 

charges were pending Wednes-

day.  

     The search warrant was signed 

by Judge Mark Repp of Tiffin-

Fostoria Muncipal Court and was 

executed at Room 27, which be-

longs to Churella, Jackson and 

Kristen L. Rowland, 43, of Tiffin, 

according to the release.  

 

 

Originally published in The Adver-

tiser Tribune on November 15, 

2018.  

Two facing charges following drug bust in Wyandot County  

Wyandot County 

     Detectives located suspected 

controlled substances that consist-

ed of heroin and methampheta-

mine. The drugs, along with guns 

and cash were seized.  

     Charges of possession of and 

trafficking in drugs are pending 

against Melinda Lesher and Josh-

ua Bailes.  

     The METRICH Enforcement 

Unit, Wyandot County Special Re-

sponse Team, Sycamore Fire and 

EMS,Carey Police Department K-9 

Unit and the Wyandot County Pros-

ecutor’s Office assisted in the in-

vestigation.  

 

 

Originally published on the WKTN 

News site on November 27, 2018.  

     Two people are facing charges 

after a search warrant was execut-

ed a residence in Sycamore this 

past Sunday.  

     According to a release from 

the Wyandot County Sheriff’s 

Office, the Major Crimes Unit 

served the warrant at 309 and a 

half East Seventh Street in the 

village.  

Search warrant leads to arrest  

Seneca County 

Mark Repp, unveiled money, sus-

pected crack cocaine, suspected 

cocaine, criminal tools, a firearm 

and evidence of drug trafficking, 

the release states.  

     The release states Blakely was 

charged with trafficking cocaine, 

a first-degree felony, and having 

weapons while under disability, a 

third-degree felony. Blakely was 

taken to Wood County Correc-

tional Facility, it states.  

     Additional charges of traffick-

ing crack cocaine and possession of 

criminal tools are pending upon the 

conclusion of the drug investigation 

and the return of the lab analysis of 

the substances involved in the in-

vestigation, the release states.  

     Fostoria Police Department’s 

canine unit assisted, it states.  

 

 

 

Originally published in The Adver-

tiser Tribune on October 26, 2018.  

     A man was arrested when Sen-

eca County Drug Task Force — 

METRICH Enforcement Unit and 

officers from Fostoria Police De-

partment executed a drug-related 

search warrant Thursday.  

     The task force executed the 

warrant at 728 W. Park Ave., 

which is the residence of 

Dominique J.A. Blakely, 26, ac-

cording to a release.  

     The warrant, signed by Tiffin-

Fostoria Municipal Court Judge 
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Findlay woman charged after drug search 

Hancock County 

     At 5:34 a.m., the Hancock 

County METRICH Drug Task 

Force and the Findlay Police De-

partment Emergency Response 

Team executed a search warrant 

at the Woodley Terrace residence. 

Officers found cocaine, marijua-

na, cash, a gun, drug parapherna-

lia and other items that indicated 

drug trafficking.  

     Additional drug-related charges 

are expected at the conclusion of 

the investigation, according to po-

lice.  

     Merschman was being held in 

the Hancock County jail Thursday.  

 

 

Originally published in the Courier 

on October 19, 2018.  

     A Findlay woman was arrested 

early Thursday after a police raid 

at 133 Woodley Terrace in 

Findlay, the Findlay Police De-

partment reported.  

     Raven Merschman, 28, who 

lives at the address, was charged 

with possession of cocaine, a 

fifth-degree felony, following the 

raid.  

"They were living in despair."  

     Koepke described the drug op-

eration.  

     "People were trading items," 

he said. "It wasn't strictly cash for 

drugs."  

     He said authorities recovered 

vehicle parts, home appliances, 

TVs, weapons and miscellaneous 

tools. They even found a 

"Chucky" doll from the "Child's 

Play" movie franchise.  

     The house at 1111 Willard St. 

was filled with suspected stolen 

property. (Photo: Submitted)  

     Authorities remained on the 

scene hours after the raid.  

     "There was so much property 

that  needs to be reviewed for 

ownership," Koepke said. "You 

could hardly walk through the 

place because there was so much 

stuff in it."  

     Assisting with Thursday's raid 

were the Crawford County Spe-

cial Response Team, the MET-

RICH Enforcement Unit, the 

Crawford County Sheriff's Office 

and the Galion Police Depart-

ment.  

     Koepke said resources are 

available locally for people strug-

gling with addiction. He wishes 

more would take advantage of the 

opportunity.  

     Bucyrus is part of the Police As-

sisted Addiction and Recovery Ini-

tiative (PAARI) and the Heroin 

Opioid Prevention Effort (HOPE).  

The chief said people who want to 

quit can bring their drugs and para-

phernalia to the department with 

them for disposal. Addicts will be 

paired with trained recovery coach-

es.  

     "We're not going to give up. 

We're also not going to keep doing 

the same thing over and over," 

Koepke said.  

 

 

Originally published in the News 

Journal on November 8, 2018.  

     The ongoing war on drugs has 

taken a toll on police Chief David 

Koepke.  

     "We are just sick and tired of 

the drug epidemic," he said.  

     Koepke made the comment 

following a Thursday morning 

drug raid at 1111 Willard St. Au-

thorities reported finding a "large" 

amount of suspected cocaine, 

methamphetamine, prescription 

narcotics, criminal tools, guns, 

and other weapons.  

     Jason Conn, 46, and Lisa 

Conn, 42, were arrested on war-

rants pending additional charges.  

     "We were watching the place 

very closely," Koepke said. 

"There had been a lot of activity 

in that area. We had evidence of 

drug trafficking and pursued it."  

     With the arrests, the police 

chief predicted a number of peo-

ple won't know where to get their 

next fix.  

     "This place was so busy that I 

know there are people looking for 

an alternative location," Koepke 

said.  

      "These people were not drug 

cartel traffickers," Koepke said. 

Bucyrus drug bust results in 2 arrests and recovery of  drugs  

Crawford County 
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Authorities raid Norwalk residence  

Huron County 

     Nine people were charged in 

connection with local authorities 

using drug-related search warrant 

Friday in Norwalk.  

     The Norwalk Police Depart-

ment and Huron County Sheriff's 

Office conducted the warrant 

about 11:25 a.m. at 15 Ford Ave. 

Each agency is a member of the 

METRICH Enforcement Unit. 

     “This was the culmination of a 

month-long investigation concern-

ing drug trafficking and drug use. 

During the search, suspected hero-

in was located along with evi-

dence of drug trafficking and drug 

use. Drug paraphernalia was lo-

cated throughout the house,” po-

lice Detective Sgt. Seth Fry said.  

Detective Zack O’Neil was the 

lead investigator.  

     “He did an outstanding job,” 

said Fry, who noted the investiga-

tion started based on information 

from concerned neighbors and 

various tips. “There is no unusual 

area to find drugs; it happens any-

where and everywhere.”  

     During the search, authorities 

said they found 12 adults and one 

child inside the residence upon 

entry.  

     The following suspects were 

arrested and transported to the 

Huron County Jail:  

• Kenneth Ansel on possession of 

methamphetamine  

• Roy Brady on permitting drug 

abuse  

• Jacob Hinkle on obstruction of 

official business  

• Gary Holland on possession of 

drug abuse instruments and pos-

session of drug paraphernalia  

• Elena Rose on possession of 

drug paraphernalia  

• Shain Stark on possession of drug 

abuse instruments and possession of 

drug paraphernalia  

• Cody Sydes on possession of drug 

abuse instruments and possession of 

drug paraphernalia  

• Josh Whitaker on trafficking in 

drugs, possession of drugs and pos-

session of criminal tools  

• Taylor Whitaker on trafficking in 

drugs, possession of drugs and pos-

session of criminal tools  

     Fry said he appreciated the effort 

and work of the sheriff’s office and 

the first- and second-shift Norwalk 

officers who helped with “making 

entry” and transporting the suspects 

to jail.  

     “More arrests are expected,” he 

added, referring to the ongoing in-

vestigation.  
 

Originally published in the Norwalk 

Reflector on December 21, 2018.  

      Seven women, including sev-

eral from this area, have been ar-

rested on prostitution charges as a 

result of an investigation this 

week by the Hancock County 

METRICH Drug Task Force.  

     Those charged are from 

Findlay, Delphos, Delta, Toledo 

and Clayton, Michigan.  

     The arrests were made Thurs-

day at a local hotel after MET-

RICH officers became aware of 

internet advertisements regarding 

illegal sexual activity in Findlay, 

according to police Sgt. Justin 

Hendren.  

     The investigation was conduct-

ed in conjunction with the Findlay 

Police Department and Hancock 

County Sheriff’s Office.  

     Facing third-degree misde-

meanor charges of prostitution 

are:  

Rachel J. Lauwers, 27, Findlay; 

Amanda S. Ross, 28, Delphos; 

Brittanny A. Cox, 24, Delta; Emi-

ly G. Phillips, 21, Toledo; Dakota 

J. Davis, 23, Toledo; Ashlyn M. 

Caverly, 24, Toledo; and Amber 

R. Rice, 34, Clayton, Michigan.  

     Rice is also facing a fifth-

degree felony charge of posses-

sion of cocaine. 

     The others have been released 

from the jail on bond pending ap-

pearances in Findlay Municipal 

Court.  

     Hendren said prostitution inves-

tigations result from “time to time” 

when police become aware of infor-

mation that it is occurring in 

Findlay.  

     While all those charged in this 

week’s investigation were female, 

police have used females posing as 

prostitutes to bring charges against 

males who solicit sex from them.  

     No males were charged as part 

of this investigation, which is con-

tinuing.  

      

 

Originally published in The Courier 

on November 17, 2018.  

7 women arrested for prostitution in Findlay  

Hancock County 
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2018 Regional Stats 

CASE ACTIVITY 

New Cases 1,959   Felony 1 89  

Search Warrants 565   Felony 2 114  

Non-Fed Indictments 1,191   Felony 3 321  

Fed Indictments 0   Felony 4 405  

INTEL 5,219   Felony 5 948  

Drug 
Cultiva-

tion Manufacturing Trafficking Possession Amount 

Cocaine     90 135 700.22 g 

Crack     220 12 764.29 g 

Ecstasy     1 1 26 g/107 UD 

Fentanyl     99 70 839.64g 

Heroin     158 137 1,548.92g 

LSD     17 8 619 UD 

Marijuana (plants) 4     2 3,781 

Marijuana (processed) 1  50 38 102,008.15 g 

Methamphetamine  11 145 200 3,399.84 g 

Psilocybin Mushrooms        2 284.28 g 

Synthetic     3 1 17.21 g 

TOTAL 5 11 783 608   

Rx ACTIVITY 

Rx Cases 214   Felony 1 0  

    Felony 2 7  

Indictments 87   Felony 3 32  

    Felony 4 44  

    Felony 5 47  

Drug 
Traffick-

ing Possession Theft Forgery Amount Seized 

Alprazolam 8 10     594 UD 

Amphetamine Mixture  2 7 1   103 UD 

Buprenorphine 11 10     165 UD 

Diazepam        22 UD 

Gabapentin 2 2 1   254 UD 

Hydrocodone 1 10 1   497 UD 

Methadone         6 UD 

Methylphenidate  1     12 UD 

Morphine         37 UD 

Other Rx  18   1  1,009 UD 

Oxycodone - ER 1 11     1,339 UD 

Oxycodone - IR 48 4 1  654 UD 

Percocet 25 3     611 UD 

TOTAL 98 76 4 1     

MISC 

Asset Seized Forfeited   Non-Drug Cases 458  

CURRENCY $395,499.00 189,434.00  Demand Reduction 190  

VEHICLES $5,005.00 $0.00   

       One Pot 18  

TOTAL $400,504.00 $189,434.00  Other Labs 1  
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Ashland County 

Det. Brian Evans, Access Officer (419) 289-3639     

Crawford County 

Lt. Craig Moser, Access Officer (419) 562-7906   

Hancock County 

Sgt. Jason Seem, Access Officer (419) 424-7887           

Huron County 

Sgt. Seth Fry, Access Officer (419) 663-8960  

Knox County 

Det. J.T. DeChant, Access Officer (740) 393-9534  

Marion County 

Lt. Chris Adkins, Access Officer (740) 387-2222  

Morrow County 

Det. Jamie Stoops, Access Officer 419-946-4444  

Richland County 

Lt. Joseph Petrycki, Access Officer (419) 755-9726   

Seneca County 

Det Chuck Boyer, Access Officer (419) 447-2323            

Wyandot County 

Lt. Kerwin Wisely, Access Officer (419) 294-2362                 

  Points of Contact 

METRICH (Metro-Richland County) Enforcement Unit is a ten 

county law enforcement task force created to address multi-

jurisdictional violators of Ohio’s drug, weapons, and organized 

crime statutes.  The project operates with a basic “Community 

Policing Philosophy”  using a “Weed and Seed Strategy “ from 

ten “de-centralized” offices.   

 

Participating agencies:  Ashland, Crawford, Hancock, Huron, 

Marion, Morrow, Richland, Seneca, Wyandot County Sheriff’s 

Offices and Prosecutors Offices; Ashland, Loudonville, Bucyrus, 

Crestline, Galion, Findlay, Bellevue, Greenwich, Monroeville, 

New London, Norwalk, Plymouth, Wakeman, Willard, Mt. Vernon, 

Marion, Mt. Gilead, Lexington, Mansfield, Ontario, Shelby, Fosto-

ria, Tiffin, Carey, Upper Sandusky Police Departments; Ohio 

State Highway Patrol; Ohio Department of Public Safety; BCI&I, 

Ohio State Board of Pharmacy; U.S Department of Housing & 

Urban Development; FBI; ATF; DEA; IRS. 

METRICH Central Office 

30 N. Diamond St 

Mansfield, Ohio 44902 

Phone: 419-755-9728 

Fax: 419-522-7546 

FBI  

S/A Matt Komar (419) 525-2200 

IRS-CID 

SAC Rowland Cresswell (419) 259-7440                                   
S/A Jeffrey M. Paul (330) 375-5514 

DEA 

A/RAC Gene Corley  (216) 274-3600 

ATF 

Lance Kimmell, Group Supervisor (216) 522-8100 

Ohio BCI&I 

S/A Mike Masterson, Investigations  (419) 353-5603 

S/A Fred Moore, Investigations (740) 845-2000 

Chrissie Ross, Analyst  (330) 884-7510 

Ohio Investigative Unit 

AAIC Greg Croft, Marion (614) 644-2413 

AIC Rita Raimer, Akron (330) 644-0318 

AIC Ray Rodriguez, Toledo  (419) 866-9907 

 

 

 

 

   METRICH Information Bulletin P.O.C.:   Joan Hoffert, 30 N. Diamond St., Mansfield, Ohio 44902 (419) 755-9728 

Project Director, Chief Ken Coontz 

Phone:  (419) 755-9753 

Email:  kcoontz@metrich.com 


